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§200.100 Statutory functions.

(a) The National Institute of Stand-
ards & Technology (NIST) has been as-
signed the following functions (15
U.S.C. 271 et seq.):

(1) The custody, maintenance, and
development of the national standards
of measurement, and the provision of
means and methods for making meas-
urements consistent with those stand-
ards, including the comparison of
standards used in scientific investiga-
tions, engineering, manufacturing,
commerce, and educational institu-
tions with the standards adopted or
recognized by the Government.

(2) The determination of physical
constants and properties of materials
when such data are of great importance
to scientific or manufacturing inter-
ests and are not to be obtained with
sufficient accuracy elsewhere.

(3) The development of methods for
testing materials, mechanisms, and
structures, and the testing of mate-
rials, supplies, and equipment, includ-
ing items purchased for use of Govern-
ment departments and independent es-
tablishments.

(4) Cooperation with other govern-
mental agencies and with private orga-
nizations in the establishment of
standard practices, incorporated in
codes and specifications.

(5) Advisory service to Government
agencies on scientific and technical
problems.

(6) Invention and development of de-
vices to serve special needs of the Gov-
ernment.

(b) The calibration and testing ac-
tivities of NIST stem from the func-
tions in paragraphs (a) (1) and (3) of
this section. NIST provides the central
basis within the United States for a
complete and consistent system of
measurement; coordinates that system,
and the measurement systems of other
nations; and furnishes essential serv-
ices leading to accurate and uniform
physical measurements throughout
this Nation’s scientific community, in-
dustry, and commerce.

(c) The provision of standard ref-
erence materials for sale to the public
is assigned to the Office of Standard
Reference Materials of the National
Measurement Laboratory, NIST. That
Office evaluates the requirements of
science and industry for carefully char-
acterized reference materials, stimu-
lates efforts of NIST to develop meth-
ods for production of needed reference
materials and directs their production
and distribution. For further informa-
tion on standard reference materials
see Subchapter B, Chapter II, Part 230,
of this title.

§200.101 Measurement research.

(a) The NIST staff continually re-
views the advances in science and the
trends in technology, examines the
measurement potentialities of newly
discovered physical phenomena, and
uses these to devise and improve stand-
ards, measuring devices, and measure-
ment techniques. As new requirements
appear, there are continual shifts of
program emphasis to meet the most ur-
gent needs for the measurement of ad-
ditional quantities, extended ranges, or
improved accuracies.

(b) The basic research and develop-
ment activities of NIST are primarily
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